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 Summerôs gone, Autumn is here (my favourite season in case you 
didnôt know) and Winter is well on the way.  Thereôs no season I donôt like, 
and I think God's ingenuity in creating different times of the year was a 
brilliant idea, but somehow Autumn just has the edge for me in richness 
and beauty, depth and somehow, Autumn always feels ñright.ò  I donôt know 
how, but it does. 
 So whatôs happened so far at Bethel this Autumn?  The amazing 
Robert Price talked about his journey ñTo Hell and Backò and kept all those 
who listened to him genuinely wrapped in his words.  I canôt imagine some 
of the stuff he saw and went through, but I admired his ñWell, there we areò 
statements in the face of some horrendous stuff.  A good lesson for all the 
whingers and whiners today who think theyôre terribly hard done to - 
actually, none of us are, so letôs get on with life and be grateful for people 
like Robert who risked everything for me to be free to be able to write to 
you today and for you to be able to read this Mag. 

 Sunday 18th of August saw a treat for the Sunday 
night people, when we had sister Ginzi to speak.  She 
was an marvellous young lady who ran a Bible School 
and orphanage in Burma, one of the most difficult anti-
Christian countries in our world.  Her story was inspiring.   
 As we reached the beginning of October, we hit one 
of my most favourite times in the Christian calendar - 
Harvest thanksgiving time.  Perhaps because of my love 
of Autumn, or just because of the essential-to-my-faith 

belief in Creation, Harvest is a time where I 
see my faith being deepened, my love of God 
and my realisation of His love for me being 
strengthened, and itôs not just some ethereal 
feeling, itôs right there before my eyes.   
 Harvest for us at Bethel now spans two 
weeks, and it works really well.  Week one is a 
wonderful outreach service where Lambs are 
invited, and this year the Chapel was packed 
to the seams with people standing at the back 
as we sang praise songs to our God, listened 
to the Gospel and heard precious little children 
singing ñBig Red Combine Harvester.ò  Can 
you imagine Harvest without that song?  Itôs 
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like Christmas without Away in a Manager - almost sacrilege!  Then, week two is 
our ñHarvest Home.ò One of the beautiful things about this service is that Bethel 
gets together - morning and evening Church in the same place at the same 
time, where we let ourselves go and simply sing out our worship to God.  Have 
to say, I love it and the older you get, the more the richness of Harvest sinks in.  
Youôve only got to mention Ruth, Kinsman-
Redeemer and Come ye Thankful People 
Come, and Iôm crying with awe and 
thankfulness. 
 November began with a visit from the 
unforgettable, almost unbelievable Anita 
Pearce from Inspiration Ministries, Canada.  
Her laugh is infectious, she sings awful 
Country and Western songs, plays every 
song she knows in the same key with three 
chords, but every word out of her mouth is 
anointed and inspired by God.  She is the epitome of the woman with the gift of 
encouragement.  If you missed her at the Worship the King service, we have 
CDs available of her message.  Just contact the Bethel office and a CD filled 
with inspiration will wing itôs way to you!  As an extra added bonus, the ladies 
are having Anita back at Bethel on Thursday 17th November, 7.30pm, for an 
evening of fellowship, ministry, cheese and biscuits and whatever the Holy Spirit 
might have in mind.  Youôre all welcome girls, just turn up. 
 Next big thing on the Bethel horizon is Remembrance Sunday - morning 
service is always moving, but the evening service is in a category all of itôs own.  
The men with the medals, the Royal British Legion, the Buffs and so many other 
people all gather together just to remember.  Itôs a varied service, and through 
everything that takes place, thereôs a real sense of the presence of God and 
somehow, the memories and the thankfulness, the loss and the grief, the 
gratitude and the hope for the future, the knowledge that death is not the end 
and the promise of eternity with the Father because of Jesus, all combines 
together to give everyone an evening that leaves a deep impact on the lives of 
those who attend.  
 As December approaches, we have the indescribable Christmas Fayre - 
Saturday 26th November, 12.00.  See you there if you can make it and what a 
fantastic time!  Finally as we head for Christmas, thereôs the beauty and peace 
of Advent and a new venture for us with a Christmas breakfast?!?!?  Donôt let 
the hype distract you from the Prince of Peace.  Happy, peaceful, Jesus-filled 
Christmas.   

mailto:admin@bethelchapel.wanadoo.co.uk
http://www.bethelchapel.net/
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Peace Cairn  
Beryl Hill 

 
When I read the recent article in the Bethel Mag about Bert Bissell 
and the Peace Cairn at the summit of Ben Nevis, it took me 
straight back to Summer 1978. My husband Alan was a member of 
The Wall Heath Gentleman Songsters which had over sixty 
members. The choir regularly sang at the anniversary of the Vicar Street Methodist 
Church in Dudley, where Bert was leader of the Bible Class. Bert often challenged 
them to accompany him on his annual pilgrimage to the world famous Peace Cairn, 
which he had helped build in August 1945 on VJ (Victory in Japan) Day. 
 
What had originally started as a bit of joke between Bert and the Songsters, slowly 
became something Alan and the rest of the choir began to think seriously about. 
Eventually they decided to take Bert up on his offer and make the 4,406 feet climb to 
the top of Ben Nevis with him and be the first choir to sing around óa cairn in the 
clouds.ô 
 
We left Wall Heath early on the morning of Thursday 29 th June 1978, most of us 
travelling by coach and the rest by car. At the first stop on the motorway a few of us 
dashed away very quickly to the toilets, only to be told as we came out that the front 
tyre by the door of the coach had burst with such force that it had blown the hat off 
the head of one of the men getting off the coach; the Lord was indeed with us that 
morning. Although we were delayed by having to wait for another tyre to be fitted, 
we finally reached our destination, Fort William.  
 
On Friday the 30th June after a very early breakfast we boarded the coach again, 
which took us to the farm at the bottom of the Ben. Bert Bissell was quite overcome 
when he realised that not only the choir but the ladies too were going to do the 
climb. Waiting at the start to greet us was The Lochabar High School Pipe Band who 
played as they led us through the farm gate and on our way.  
 
The weather was good as we set off, led by members of the Lochabar mountain 
rescue team and we certainly needed them as we progressed up the mountain. It 
was a long trailing track and hard going but the wonderful views were magical.  
However, as we got higher the clouds descended so we couldnôt see anything below. 
Almost at the summit we came to the snow, we were told to walk in single file and 
not to veer off the track because it was very dangerous as there was no way of 
knowing whether the snow was hanging over the edge of the mountain: we certainly 
did as we were told! After a time we passed through a cloud and arrived at the Cairn 
that had been started all those years ago and had grown over the years. It was 
wonderful! Bert said a few words and a prayer before the choir sang óComrades in 
Armsô, óSpeed Your Journeyô, óHappy Wandererô, and óGodôs Choir in the Skyô. Then, 
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the chairman of the choir laid a wreath of poppies at the foot of the Cairn.  
 
After an hour or so at the summit, it was time to make our way down, then the pain 
started! It was much harder coming down than climbing up, but we finally made it 
back down to the farm gate and the waiting coach. It had taken about eleven hours 
in all.  
 
When we got back to the hotel it was a quick wash and change then into our 
evening meal. Afterwards, one of the guides that had led us up the Ben played his 
accordion together with a couple of musicians, so we danced the night away. I 
donôt know where we got our energy from but, we did. I think it finished about 11 
oôclock then we made our way to bed very weary and tired but very happy, I cannot 
remember getting into bed.  
 
On the Saturday morning we made our way into Fort William and were given a Civic 
Reception where the choir were presented with a plaque. In response, the council 
were given a cut glass goblet engraved by songster member Len Hingley, a retired 
glass decorator. We had the afternoon free to do as we wished so, some of the 
men including Alan went to watch the Scotland v Ireland Shinty match whatever 
that was, but Alan said he enjoyed it. 
Saturday evening we were on the 
coach again, this time to the Lochabar 
High School where the Songsters gave 
a concert. It was a very tiring weekend 
but worth every minute. We left Fort 
William after breakfast on Sunday for 
our journey home passing through 
wonderful scenery. We arrived home 
very tired but with so many lovely 
memories. 
 
The choir were invited back again in 
August 1980, not to climb the Ben but 
for a week of concerts. Alan went for 
the week but I stayed home with the 
girls. However, in September The 
Lochabar High School Pipe band came 
to appear as guest artistes at the 
choirôs annual concert at Brierley Hill 
Civic Hall and I had the honour of 
singing with them at that concert.  
 
When I look back now, I remember the 
wonder and beauty of that memorable 
weekend. 
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 Bethel Restoration Project  

Val Woodhouse 

The scaffolding is gone and the chapel has 

emerged from behind it like a Phoenix from the 

ashes. Malvern House Restoration Ltd have 

finished the outside and very lovely it looks too. 

We are awaiting the finishing touches on the 

inside of the windows then job done! I may 

sound 

fanciful but 

sometimes 

when I look at the Hill Street end of the 

building and light reflects upon the newly 

replaced clear glass in the windows I think 

it takes on a jewel like quality. It has 

certainly made the inside of the chapel a lot 

lighter and the effect will be magnified 

when the other windows are restored and 

the frosted glass replaced with clear. 

 

We are now launching our fundraising for Stage Two of the project which will 

be the car park side of the chapel. We are awaiting a quote from Malvern House 

which should come through in the next couple of weeks and hopefully we will 

be able to commence work next year. There are also the windows on the Little 

Lambs side of Chapel to be restored and various other smaller projects but we 

are getting there. 

 

The past couple of months have been rather 

busy but fun. Firstly we had Robert Price 

sharing his wartime memories followed by the 

Silent Auction three weeks later. We had some 

brilliant ólotsô which included promises such as 

one weekôs dog walking, two dozen mice pies 

freshly baked for Christmas and a spa day, and 

items ranging from antiques to rather desirable 

beverages and many lovely things in between. 

The auction was well attended and the 
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predominant sound all night seemed 

to be laughter which is really what 

fundraising as a community for 

Godôs House should be about. 

Having said that, things became 

much more serious when Ken 

Winning our MC for the night, 

announced bidding was closing in 60 

seconds and resulted in some people 

(I include myself here) making an 

undignified dash to the ólotsô to 

ensure we outbid any rivals. 

 

This was closely followed by the 

sponsored walk on 15th October, when 

fourteen of us set out to walk the canal 

along the towpath from Kinver until it 

meets the Seven at Stourport. The 

weather was glorious and those of us who 

walked had a wonderful day of 

fellowship. So much so, that there is talk 

of Bethel rambles becoming a regular thing. Pastor Jill had agreed to be the 

minibus equivalent of a taxi and her smiling face 

waiting for us with Max the Merc Minibus was a 

welcome sight after the 20 kilometre walk.  

However, one of the team found a less stressful 

way of travelling the last couple of miles after 

sustaining a painful injury!!! 

 

It is wonderful to be able to face this winter 

without having to worry about the extra damage 

the winter will cause to the front of the building, 

which does get the worst of the weather. So, thanks be to God that we have 

achieved this. Thanks to all the trust finds and extremely generous people 

who have worked tirelessly to raise money, to all the groups, organisations 

and individuals who have blessed Bethel with their generosity. The Bible tells 

us God loves a cheerful giver so may God bless you abundantly and forever 

as you have blessed Bethel Chapel with your support and kindness and 

generosity of spirit. 

The invalid being ótuggedô home! 
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Harnessing Your Emotions  
Jonathan Baker 

 

 

 

God created us to experience life with emotions.  They have an important place 
in our design, and indeed life would be dull without them.  For example, laughter 
is infectious. It binds people together and increases happiness and intimacy.  It 
also triggers healthy physical changes in the body - it strengthens the immune 
system, boosts energy, diminishes pain, and protects from the damaging effects 
of stress. 

Fear triggers automatic "fight or flight" body response like increased heart rates, 
accelerated breathing, increased muscle tone and attention, in order to react 
quickly and effectively to danger. 

A certain amount of stress enables healthy living.  However a lack of it means 
the body is under-stimulated, leaving one feeling bored and isolated; too much 
stress can result in a range of health problems including headaches, stomach 
upsets, high blood pressure, even a stroke or heart disease.  It can also cause 
feelings of distrust, anger, anxiety and fear. 

 

 

Emotions need to be harnessed i.e. changed from the negative to the positive.  
This is scriptural - God continually tells us to rejoice in all circumstances.  Psalm 
118:24 states ñThis is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in 
it.ò  Philippians 4:4 states ñRejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: 
Rejoice!ò  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 states ñBe joyful always; pray continually; 
give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.ò  
There are many others. 

The world says negative emotions should not be harnessed but let out, vented, 
indulged, however this means accepting them.  God says deny them rule, donôt 
let them dictate behaviour. Animals merely respond to the stimuli from their 
environment, but we were made in the image of God, so our spirit-man when we 
were born again, became one with the Holy Spirit.  This enables us to live 
supernaturally. 
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God has given us the authority over our emotions.  Jesus said to His disciples 
the night before His crucifixion (John14:1) ñDo not let your hearts be troubled. 
Trust in God; trust also in me.ò  This is a command (His power for us to 
exercise) ï ñdonôt be troubledò not ñLet it all outò.  In the initial moments of any 
crisis it is critical to avoid negative emotions. Donôt conceive fear and grief 
because it will birth unbelief, prevent trust in God, and block us from receiving 
from God by faith.  Keep negative emotions in check rather than trying to rein 
them in once loosed. 

We can operate above our negative emotions if we choose to; we can rule 
over them.  It is part of the growing up process, part of becoming a mature 
believer.  And God has given us the power to do this.  In John16:33 Jesus 
says ñI have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this 
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.ò  God 
commands (has given His power to) us to rejoice and praise Him regardless of 
our circumstances, and has given us His peace to walk in.   

Harnessing our emotions is essential to walking the victorious Christian life.  In 
the bad times it keeps us open to receiving Godôs love, joy and peace that 
resides in our born-again spirits.  In the good times it stops the flesh conceiving 
sins that we then have to fight to get rid of. 

In summary, remembering three things will help us to harness any negative 
emotions: 

¶ God created us to enjoy emotions positively; 

¶ God did not create us to be dominated by negative emotions; 

¶ God has given us authority over our emotions, and the power to harness 

them. 

 

 

 

 

(Based on the book by Andrew Wommack.   

Bible verses are quoted from the New International Version) 
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      Free 4 All  

This was sent to Sue Sturdy: 

   

Remembrance  
November is the month for remembrance.  For Bethel it has 
double significance because as well honouring those who 
fought for their country it is traditionally the time when we 
remember those who founded Bethel too. On November 14th 

1948 the two events were consolidated into one very 
poignant service. Wesley Perrins MP a descendant of Amos 
Perrins who was one of the founders, led the óCommemoration Service.ô   This 
thanksgiving and dedication service was the culmination of a proposal first 
made in committee by Mr J Dickens in1946.  

In an effort  to assist people struggling to provide for their families during 
tough economic times, the church I attend created a scheme called "Free 4 
All". 
 We brought slightly used items to the church and opened the doors to 
people of the community. they could come and take home anything they 
needed. 
 While the day was a huge success as far as the amount of goods people 
were able to pick up, it was even better for this reason: Six people trusted 
Jesus Christ as Saviour at the event . Indeed, these six new believers took 
part in the greatest "Free 4 All" of all time - the offer of salvation through 
Jesus Christ.  
 The items that we were taken to the church on this special day had 
already been purchased.  They were given without cost to all who simply 
asked for them. Likewise, eternal forgiveness for our sins has already been 
purchased. Jesus paid that price when He died on the cross on Golgotha's hill 
2,000 years ago [Rom. 3:23-25]   He now offers salvation at no cost to all 
who simply repent and believe that Jesus has the power to forgive and save 
[Acts 16:31].  
 Each of us is needy spiritually - and only Jesus can meet that need. 
Have you accepted what He offers without cost at the worlds biggest "Free 4 
All"?  
 I know by faith in whom I have believed, 
 G hklt qe^q Elaïp cobb dfcq G e^sb ob`bfsba+ 
 I know that He will keep me to the end 
 My Saviour, Redeemer. and my friend.   
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It was agreed that there should 
be commemorative memorials 
erected in the Chapel as a 
permanent tribute to all the 
Bethelites who had served and 
sacrificed as well as those that 
had struggled to build up.  The 
design of the memorials was 
agreed upon and the two 
beautifully simple marble tablets 
we see two today were installed 
ready for the dedications. The 
first memorial to Bethelôs 

founders was unveiled by Sidney Wooldridge, whilst the memorial to those 
Bethelites who had served in H.M Forces was unveiled by Mr E Dunn. A third 
brass plate  in memory of Barry 
Hill  a young man who had 
served Bethel as Sunday School 
teacher and organist before 
losing his life in 1944 was 
unveiled by Mr A Dickens. 
Invitations were extended to as 
many former members and 
óscholarsô of Sunday School as 
could be traced along with ex-
servicemen who had received 
parcels from Bethel. These 
parcels were paid for with the 
proceeds of regular Concert 
Parties and contained amongst other things socks, gloves, toiletries, chocolates 
and cigarettes. Reports suggest that it was a fittingly dignified service of 
tribute.  
 
This Sunday we will again ôrememberô.  Bethel Chapel is honoured once more 
to have the privilege of hosting the Royal British Legion Service of 
Remembrance for all those who gave and indeed still do, give so much, that we 
may have the freedom to live in peace. Not least, to be able attend a Christian 
service of Divine worship without fear of persecution, a freedom also enjoyed 
by our fellow citizens of other faiths. So, from the bottom of our humbled 
hearts we say óthank youô once again and promise we will never forget you. 
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From The Expats!  
 

Well we're here, after two and a 

half years we have finally made it to 

Australia, with our son meeting us at 

the airport following a long 21 hours 

flight to take us to his apartment 

where weôre staying until we get 

sorted out. 

The idea started after we had 

visited him over Christmas 2007. 

Then in September 2008 we put in 

our application for visas to migrate to 

Australia.  We were aware that it was a big decision to leave everything in 

England especially our biological and Church families. 

We've both been at Bethel since 1994 and have been involved in different 

ways - Church Cleaner, Toddlers, One Way, Waterhole and Bus Driver.  Jean 

was at the time the Church cleaner as well as helping Carol Prentice with the 

Toddlers and the One Way Club. We have fond memories of setting up and 

breaking down these clubs in the old wooden hut (where did we store it all? 

Pint bottles and quarts come to mind!) Trevor was invited to Bethel for the 

Fatherôs Day Service, we think by Alan, where he met the Icebreakers who 

were a big influence on him.  He started to attend regularly and was soon 

involved with Waterhole where he stayed until we left. He was also one of the 

minibus drivers and has fond memories of trying to remove the gateposts with 

Reggie the Red Renault and taking the Waterhole kids out, often taking the 

wrong route but always managing to find the right place. 

How well we remember the Fayres - late nights, long days, but always 

good fun and fellowship, like dressing up in Victorian costumes. 

The fun we had as "actors " in the Virtual Nativity with Anita Tollerton 

upstaging us all with her over the top Inn Keeper and the Baby Jesus being 

tossed quite irreverently from off stage to a very pregnant Helen Baynham. 

One Christmas it was thought a good idea to go carol singing around the 

streets of Lye using a REAL donkey - yes, a real live one! The sight of JB 


